Metastases to the Thyroid: Potential Cytologic Mimics of Primary Thyroid Neoplasms.
Secondary tumors of the thyroid gland, although uncommon, can sometimes pose as diagnostic dilemmas on fine-needle aspiration cytology, frequently mimicking primary thyroid neoplasms. An accurate diagnosis of such lesions, however, is critical for patient management and prognosis. The present study reviews the cytologic aspects of secondary involvement of the thyroid, listing the most common primary malignancies that metastasize to this gland. Knowledge of such morphologic aspects, combined with prompt clinical correlation, is essential for the cytopathologist to achieve a proper, definite diagnosis.